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PL 2

OVERCOMING CHALLENGES AND HARNESSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR
HEALTH AT THE BIODIVERSITY-CLIMATE NEXUS



| BACKGROUND

Unabated biodiversity loss, climate change and pollution are the leading global health challenges of our time. Our
dysfunctional global food system is at the heart of this “triple planetary crisis” and holistic multisectoral approaches to
health, such as One Health and planetary health, are at the heart of solutions to bridge the persistent and growing health
challenges they pose. At the same time, ecosystem-based approaches, or nature-based solutions, that embed health co-
benefits offer essential opportunities to meet the adaptation and mitigation commitments set out in the Paris Agreement
and post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, when combined with food system transformation, technological innovation, a
green energy transition and the necessary socio-political and economic conditions to achieve equity and social justice.

| OBJECTIVES

The overall aim of sub-theme 2 will be to take in-depth look at the common drivers of biodiversity loss, climate change and
pollution, and the impact of these environmental determinants, coupled with social, political and economic determinants on
health outcomes. It will focus both on underlying systemic challenges at this nexus and key opportunities to overcome them
in the path toward sustainable transformational change. It will further seek to catalyze health leadership, from local to global
levels, by drawing on existing evidence and knowledge through more coordinated, ambitious and inclusive multi-sectoral
approaches to inform evidence-based policies and actions. It will also seek to identify key opportunities to maximize health
co-benefits and minimize trade-offs at the biodiversity-climate nexus, and to build both social and ecological resilience, and
resilient health systems and societies, in the face of global environmental change.
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Kobie Brand is the Deputy Secretary General of ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability, Regional Director of ICLEI Africa
and Global Director of ICLEI's Cities Biodiversity Centre.

Kobie has more than 25 years of practical and managerial experience in Environmental Management and Urban
Development. Her expertise ranges from biodiversity, climate change, coastal management to urban sustainability and
planning.

She is responsible for the strategic direction, growth, partnerships, programmes and scope of work for ICLEI in Africa, as well
as for ICLEI's global biodiversity and nature-based solutions work and related agendas. This includes the global
CitiesWithNature partnership initiative and ICLEI's One Health, and water and sanitation initiatives.



